Open letter to his Excellency Sassou N’Guesso, President of the Republic of the Congo
MR. PRESIDENT,

We write to you following the treatment recently inflicted by the organizers of the Festival African Side of Music on the group of Pygmies invited to participate in the festival. We hope that by reading this letter you will understand the reasons which lead us to address to you thus.

It is difficult for us to imagine that you yourself were not shocked by an act which leaves us, we Africans especially, stupefied, incredulous and asking ourselves, "but how did we come to this?" By sharing our bewilderment, we think, naively perhaps, that we might encourage you to share with your fellow leaders at the African Union the urgent need to put an end to the almost perpetual process of abasement and self-inflicted indignity to which we are heir.

So that our thoughts might have a point of departure, might we say that the Pygmies are victims as much, if not more, as the survivors of Auschwitz, Hiroshima or the Rwandan genocide?  In listening to the explanations following the miserable housing afforded our sister and brother Pygmies in Brazzaville, one can almost hear the ghost of Léopold II defending his Congo Free State as a civilizing mission offered gratis to the Congolese. 
Unfortunately, we tend to forget the worst crimes are directed against the most disinherited. How can one forget that another Pygmy, Ota Benga, plucked from the forest of the Congo Free State to be exhibited at the World Fair in Saint Louis (the USA) in 1904, had been treated in same manner in 1906—housed in the zoological garden in the Bronx in New York? With the return of the International Fair, Ota Benga—unable to find his tribe—agreed to return to the United States. One can reasonably guess that Ota Benga’s tribe was decimated by the agents of Léopold II, who culled the inhabitants of the equatorial forest in their search for what came to be known as “Red Rubber.”
In addressing you directly, we hope that Africa might follow the path set by Nelson Mandela. We dare to imagine that you could show solidarity, and a fidelity to the most deeply human values still so engrained in our consciences that even a Head Of State cannot resist the call for equality coming from the most humiliated.

We ask you to act in person, not by delegation, not by a representative of your authority. We think that the indignities which have been heaped on the Pygmies are much more devastating than a natural disaster, cyclone, or epidemic. Science developed a measuring apparatus which can describe the real and generic Pygmies (Jewish, Tziganes, children of the street, victims of AIDS, unemployed, sans papiers, refugees, etc.) humiliated with invisible tortures of the heart and the spirit. What has just happened in Brazzaville shows the power of the virus that destroys what still remains of our humanity in this age of globalisation.
We ask you to show that despite the travesty of our destroyed humanity, there are still citizens of the world able to resist the ‘inevitability’ of globalisation and debasement of the most cherished values held by our common ancestors.
Through your action, you might assemble experts concerned about the destructive effects of Atlantic Slavery’s development model, which leads to what we can call the Ota Bengisation of Planet. Instead, we might see that a model of how to live in harmony with nature, people, with life itself, is right beneath our noses, embedded in the practices of those like the Native survivors of the Americas, the Pygmies, Dogon, San, and the nomads of so many parts of the world.
The preservation of humanity, one of the highest values, has been dangerously weakened by systematic Ota Bengisation. We ask you to declare, categorically, that what occurred in Brazzaville should become a point of reference not only for Africans, but for the whole world. Such a gesture would not only erase the shame felt across the world, but would also contribute to the reinvigoration of our ancestral values of solidarity. In the last analysis, this gesture could become an event for healers of humanity that would reverberate long into the future. What occurred in Brazzaville is too serious, universally speaking, to leave indifferent any Head of State, African especially.
We thank you for listening, and hope you accept our best greetings.
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